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John Lee "Jack" Wilson: John D. Rockefeller come in there on a special train. When 
Rockefeller sold it, that's when the old man . Lrode a mule across them 
mountains over there it was a great big thing to see John D. Rockefeller. You know. I 
didn't know much about Sam Davy though. Feller looked at me as 
you know. 





Interviewer: You know better now don't you? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Oh yes. Oh yes. That’s the dirtiest bunch in the United 
States, them people are. Now - 


Interviewer: When, when did you realize for the first time what a pig John D. 
Rockefeller is? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Pardon. 
Interviewer: When did you first realize John D. Rockefeller wasn’t a benefactor? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well I guess, I'll tell you something else. All my people are 
Republicans and I voted Republican ticket for Roosevelt. and my father still 
voted for Hoover. And I see we was here in this panic and I was faring pretty well and I 
was a healthy strong man who didn't have much family. And I, course my father made 
more money than some people around there and he lived there too. And then, see 

the company I was going to have to raise gardens and 
I kept me a cow. Kept me cows and a hog or two and see I was working all 
the time at something or the other. And that way Ia little bit of money. If you could get a 
little bit of money them days, the money goes a long ways. But there were people around 
there suffering. There was a man that lived right next door to me who wasn't working 
hardly when the mines was running let alone when . when I could and stuff 
like that. And he had a little girl same age as mine. A daughter that . He 
called her Midge and that little thing is actually starving to death. And I’d bring her over 
there a morning before I’d go to work and make her eat breakfast. little red 
girl and I hadn’t seen her in years. I wonder what come of her. Her daddy got killed down 
that then. 





Interviewer: When did he get killed? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Her father got killed back, oh, about 15 or so years ago. He 
run around the wrong places and such. And he was sorry and that feller killed him and 
his sister a young girl and him an old man. One of those hostile 

and shot his brains out. Then I tell her . And 
she’s got her own family and is living in Cincinnati. When I was working in Dayton 
around town there and had layovers for the bus there in Cincinnati sometimes. I’d be 
sitting around waiting in the station there. And there was a strange woman who come up 
to me there one day. I was walking to the restroom or something there. And she said, 
“Are you Jack Wilson?” I said that’s what they call me and she said you don't know me 
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do you. And I said I don’t, no. She said I’m Midge anyhow. And she had a nice man and 
they seemed to be getting along right. And that man and her told me that she talks about 
you all the time. 


Interviewer: Isn’t that amazing? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Not many children would appreciate them things. I met a 
ton of people who didn't appreciate them things. You know what I mean? And it’s not 
every child, but there will be more childs that knowing people. 


Interviewer: Right. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah. I never turned a man away from the door in my life. 
But there came a man in the panic so dirty that I the man. I told him you just 
passed the bath house down here now. Go back, and I told my wife there was stuff left 
from supper to eat. 


Interviewer: Yeah? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Man you'll have to take some soap down there and have a 
bath. 


Interviewer: Yeah? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well he wouldn’t speak to me and he ate all the 

we had. Big bowls of everything just as fast as . Probably hadn’t ate in a week. 
Well after he eat, I said now you’ll go down less than half a mile from where I live to the 
bath house. I sent him down with a towel to go clean up. He said I’1l take all this sweet 
. I said I'll tell you what. Clean up after yoou if you 
dont get taht dirty. I dindt leave that morning until after he left. 
Out ther and leav when I do . I never did see him no more. There is people actually lay 
out before they take a bath. 











Interviewer: He'd just rather be dirty. 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah. . I don’t know. 


Interviewer: Jack can you tell me a little bit more about when you were organizing in 
Harlan County? You, you didn’t really finish that story. You said you opened up the 
office there and you were organizing there but you didn't finish. What happened? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well I, they was, I was the first man to organize the fields 
there, you know what I mean. The fellers who come from over around Hazard, they’d 
come into __ burg to work there. See that was an organized county, an electric county. 
And it was organized and the county judge over there was a friend of ours, Sandy Adams, 
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and he had a hotel there now. I've stayed over there plenty with him and his wife. Sandy 
Adams, he used to be the county judge there. 


Interviewer: Is he still living? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: No, he’s dead but his wife is still living. She don't live in 
Whitesburg. She lives in a big farmhouse up this side of White House. It’s called the Old 
Davis Farm. And Sarah Jane’s her name. 


Interviewer: Sarah Jane? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Sarah Jane Adam. And she was a before she was 
married. I don’t know them people. 


Interviewer: Does she remember much about the organizing? Maybe I could go talk to 
her? Do you think she’d like to talk to me or? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, I guess now Sarah Jane still lives and Dan now, if 
you could, I don't know where Frank Hall is now. He's one organizer so that you know 
what I mean. He was around Cincinnati. I don't know where he's at right now and he's 
getting awful old. He's at the Navy. Now he was in here years ago, and now let me see. 
See now Bill Perkins, heard, representative right there in the Hazard Field. 

Fellow knows that, but they wouldn't tell him. There was a retired man right there, this 
side of Hazard. His name's Spark. Now, I'm trying to think of the name of that 
little part of it, just left there just to the side going into Hazard, going in from the 
Whitesburg way. And I can't speak right now. That little bird, same license, been many in 
our life. But anyhow, if you get to the Hazard city limits, you've done past it. You know 
what I mean by he lives close to the city limits there with the little mine houses to the left 
along there. 


Interviewer: And what’s his name? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Morris Parkman. P-A-R-K-M-A-N. Parkman. Yeah Now 


he was working out in Blue Diamond with me. And God, I wish I could save somebody 
now. My sister she - Tom Rainey, you know you about him? 





Interviewer: Yeah, I'm trying to. Make an appointment to go talk to him. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: But do you think you could talk to Tom? 
Interviewer: Would he be a good person to talk to? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well what I mean, I don't say he lied about anything. 


Interviewer: Maybe he wouldn’t want to talk to me? 
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John Lee "Jack" Wilson: He might not want to talk to you if he knew who you were. 
That’s what I’m saying. 


Interviewer: Yeah. Sure. That's a problem. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: What? 

Interviewer: That’s a problem. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: That's what it is, you understand that. 


Interviewer: Yeah. 








John Lee "Jack" Wilson: And I . Now, I'll tell you, ma'am. 
and he used to work in the mines. He now runs liquor stores and stuff, 
and he's a wealthy man. But he knows all about it and he’ II tell it to 





you fast. He sold out of Hazard, but I told him no one moved down there. And he met 
with me, helped organize that country. 


Interviewer: Yeah. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: I never told you his name. It was London Clemons . 
London Clemons. 


Interviewer: Clements? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: London Clemons. C-L-E-M-O-N-S. Clemons. I don't 
exactly know if it is two Ms or not. 


Interviewer: Yeah. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Major Clemmons C-L-E-M-O-N-S and his little post office 
hold on Ist Creek I don't think it runs, but London Clemons, now he can tell 
you who all to see. And that's right on First Creek where I lived, you know. 

Interviewer: What creek? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: First Creek is the name of that creek there. 

Interviewer: First Creek? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Where Blue Diamond #1 used to be. 


Interviewer: Yeah. 
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John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, well, you know. You’ve been out around Hazard 


Interviewer: Yeah, I’ve been there quite a bit. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Now what places have you been over there? 
Interviewer: Well, I visited some people at Lawfare. You know where Lawfare is? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Oh yeah, I know people over there. 

Interviewer: And do you know Granny Hager? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Who? 

Interviewer: Granny Hager? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: No, I don't. I think I know her name and I - 
Interviewer: Well I visited a man named Luther King. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Luther King? 

Interviewer: You know him? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well I, see hear what’s going on. They - that's a second 
generation. You know what I mean? I worked at and there’s some 


King’s there that he's probably that young. You see I worked with his daddy. You know 
what I mean? 





Interviewer: Yeah. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Now everyone there at Sago knew who I am. And there’s 
people still around that holler who knows me. Not many but - 


Interviewer: And I talked to a fellow named John Bates. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: John who? 

Interviewer: Bates. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Bates? I used to know an old Johnny Bates who is dead. 
You know what I mean. He lived on Millstone Place. I knew a lot of the Bateses There's 


several of them. There’s two sets of them. There’s the ones they call the Rat Bateses that 
kills people. . Yep, not. Yeah, let me, let me. 
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Interviewer: So are you telling me - Have you? Do you know where Bill Perkins lives? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Where Bill Perkins lives? He lives in Hazard. 
Interviewer: He lives in Hazard too? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, now see now, he's not one of them . Bill 
Perkins is. 


Interviewer: So he’s with the union? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah yeah, yeah. 
Interviewer: Was he an official? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, he's an international representative and he's got 
offers down in Hazard and my darling, my two little local unions in that country and 
their retired man and he goes to that office nearly every day to sit around there. 

When you get the London Clemons on First Creek, he'll send you to people that 
knows me. Now you tell him that Jack Wilson, he knows me, Old Jack Wilson. 


Interviewer: Okay. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, yeah. And if you can find Sarah Jane Adams. That’s 
Sandy. She knows. And I stayed at their hotel when I was organizing in Harlan. Why 
nobody denied I was an organizer over there. And I Carson Hibbets I 
have to tell you. Yeah. 





Interviewer: Now how would I get in touch with Sarah Jane Adams? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: With who? 
Interviewer: With Sarah Jane Adams. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: She lives this side of Whitesburg. In a kind of country 
house there, you see. It’s close to that junction there, you know what I mean? You 
inquired there at that junction you know, where Monroe turns away into Harlan, and 
another comes up to. Keep going in that direction and right there at that junction, one of 
‘em is 15 and the other is something or other. And that junction right there, she lives up 
right. But I don't remember whether it's the other side where you cross 15 or this side of 
it. But anybody around there could tell you where Sarah Jane Adams lives. 


Interviewer: Okay. 
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John Lee "Jack" Wilson: And you can find her. I don't know, I reckon she’s living. I 
hadn’t heard about her dying, and now her husband Sandy’s been dead a long time. 


Interviewer: Okay. 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Ah, Joe Davis. You don't know him do you? 
Interviewer: No. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well he’s one of their boys. Now I’Il tell you, he was a 
deputy sheriff there and in Letcher County. And he’d meet us at the line when we’d be 
coming out there. You know what I mean? The companies were paying big money for 
them to meet us at the line like it mattered after you got out of Harlan County. And he 
wound up one of our field workers and he’s retired now, but he knows me quite well. 
And if he would, he could tell you just the things that I’ve been telling you, you see. 
Would you care to talk to him? 


Interviewer: I'd like to talk to him. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well he can tell you all about it. 
Interviewer: Where can I get in touch with him? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well he lives in Pikeville. 
Interviewer: He lives in Pikeville? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, yeah. 


Interviewer: Do you know where? There are probably a lot of Joe Davis’s in Pikeville. 
Could I get in touch with him through the UMW? Is he still a field worker there? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, yeah. No, he's retired - last year. He retired last year. 
Yeah, and that Tom Rainey’s, I think he’s retired now. He was an International 
Representative for many years and he served with the legislature and everything. Now 
Tom was a pretty good feller. He’s just along for the ride, do you know what I 
mean? And he is , being a great friend of mine called Carson Hibbetts but 
they never did nothing for me. And Alan, I don't care if you, if you did, you talk to 

and Alan and I don't care if you ask him all about that. 


Interviewer: He might not even want to talk to me. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Might not. Well it might not be the best for you to be doing 
that around here you know what I mean? Until we get some , see. I'm 
not saying that you haven't been here, unless it’s already done. If it’s already done, it’s 
on, you know what I mean? What I mean, I could get them things together here better, if 
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they didn't know I was active. If they know I'm active, they'll be hitting back, you know 
what I mean and the attention of the people around here. Now I tell you what - 


[Audio skips] 
Interviewer: That’s what I thought. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: See there was 700 members. Sure right here at Roda before 
I left. And there was about that many in the first localized union there. That was Local 
Union #5911 in the first district, there in Kinta. And they was a good bunch. 


Interviewer: You know you started - you never quite finished telling me now that about 
Harlan. So you finally, you finally got it organized over there. But there was a lot of 
trouble wasn't it? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Nope. What happened was - the final, after I come over 
here and went to work, see, see they didn't like it. I told you they’d cut after a while. 


Interviewer: Yeah. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: And during one of them cutoffs I came over to work here. 
At this mine. See like I told you, they wouldn’t hire me at that mine. 


Interviewer: That's right. Do you think that was on purpose or they didn't have any 
money to pay you or they really didn't have any. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well here is what it is. It was kept up. They didn't take out 
our regular district fund much for that. We made it, but for local unions for that move 
over there. And from living that fund had run out. And ‘tween them spells I 
come over here and started working right here and then I started to tell you. After I I 
came over here. Now, one of the men that was working right with me, an old man - Frank 
Hall, and I'll tell you . He's dead. They was beat up there and their 
pictures were in the journal and stuff. And John Steinz. Frank Hall and John Steinz was 
beat up. Now see, that must have been the best, fine men. It was in ‘33 or ‘34 one. I was 
right here before even that happened. And now Frank's told me since, that their lawyer 
told him that they expected him to be killed. Like I told you, they want to make a case 
against the company and get the expendable troops at the same time. Now 
that . And when I found out for sure I left. Anyhow, after he was beat 
up they took that into federal court over there and down in London, Kentucky you see. 
That’s where they had that trial. 








Interviewer: That was where the trial for the Battle of Evarts. Was that what that was? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: No, no the Battle of Evarts had probably happened back in 
the 20s. 
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Interviewer: No, it was ‘31. In ‘31, it happened. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah, that's right. Maybe that was just before I was over 
there. Now I went over there and in ‘33 and I was thinking it was in the 20s but maybe it 
was ‘31 See I didn't keep the date of it but I know it happened before ‘33. Because I'll 
tell you what, that little newspaper was writing about the Battle of Evarts. But now, this 
year they took ten companies into federal court over Frank Hall and some other things 
like that and finely now, here’s what they done. They settle all this behind a tile wall. 
They compromised with the companies and withdrawed all the suits and and everything 
else. You know what I mean? That's what went in there for to start with. And from that 
time on, they just stopped talking to the company, and they've got a rule right now, and it 
has been for years, an understanding between these labor representative’s of the union 
and the company. That if they want rid of a man, the Union officials do, the company will 
get rid of him. If the company wants rid of a man, they'll go along with it, you know what 
I mean? Now that is not put down in writing but that is an agreement and understanding 
among them. 


Interviewer: But do you think it’s been that way from the very beginning? Since right 
when they organized? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well, no, no it started, that started in the 30th district. Now 
when I was here in the 28th district those were the finest men I ever met in my life, the 
president of that district, and that was really the only honest man I ever had to deal with. 


Interviewer: Now who was that? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: John Saxton. Old man John Saxton. He was just as honest 
as the days was long. But this started in the 30th district under Caddy’s administration. 

apparently to me that whenever Hibbet’s come over and he posted that 
waiting area, seems that way to me. It started about that time here and he's going on here 
now. But John Saxton, they never were a better district president than John Saxton. And 
he was a lovable man. You just couldn't pass that old man up. AndI don't believe that he 
double-crossed no one. He was strictly a man of integrity. That's the only district 
president I've ever had to deal with that wadn’t tricky. The only one. 


Interviewer: So anyhow you finally got organized over when they took the operators to 
court. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: That was in Harlan County. We was talking about Harlan. 
Interviewer: Oh you got me confused. 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Yeah that was in Harlan County. Over there honey, when 
they had that trial in the federal court over there. That's what happened over there. They 


went behind the wall of them operators and cuffed them out over there. Not here honey, 
but over there. That was Sam Caddy and he old Titler. George Titler his 
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family at about that time. And he was a big star in his plan for organizing in Harlan 
County and nobody in Harlan County knew him at that time. No one had met him. And 
they still call, and I'm the man that broke the ice there. I'm the first organizer, was sitting 
there by myself to organize that country. And now that that, if that ain’t true there’s never 
been a truer word ever spoken. And somewhere down the line tracing up all that you can 
find that’s the truth, and I'll tell you something else. I was always popular 

you know. I was a charter member of 5911 local in Blue Diamond, Kentucky, and I was 
the first Secretary of it. See and then I served there, instead of 

at that local. And I'll tell you something, they shut that mine down to get rid of me. They 
shut it down to get rid of me. And Sam Caddy and that bunch come in there and told 
them that they just had to drop, they’re was about 18 of us that was fired there. Before 
they brung, the company just told us we weren’t working there and signed the paper. 
Now that was the first break. It never come where I was at and I was blacklisted right 
there. ANd if I had - see I was all signed up as Jack Wilson so I signed my Social 
Secutiry I was working in a little mine above Hazard there . That 
was an independent operator from Lexington, Mr. , and I went around there and 
got a job working for him for a while. I was working there when the Social Security came 
out, and I and I just signed my full name there. See, then when I took the notion to come 
over here, they had a black ball for Jack Wilson, and they didn't know John Lee Wilson, 
you know I mean. And I never got a job here. From the time they found out who I was, 
they was trying to get rid of me here. And I wasn’t here a year when the men found me. 

, they elected me president of the local union and the 











Interviewer: Yeah that’s real far. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: I cussed these fellers all to pieces. I tell them I ain’t 
working for you, I’m working for the union. See, and they'd drive these men like dogs 
before I come here and by the time I left, these men were cussing them. And I got my 
health causing me to leave here and I was still in office when I left here. I just got 
knocked out and had to rest from it for a while. 


Interviewer: You want to tell me when you went into Harlan and you set up at that 
office, did most of the miners down there in Harlan, were they real anxious to get 
organized? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well, no, no. They, I’ll tell you. See, I was working there 
and paid them for a night. And of course I was but I 
can tell you more about that later. But anyhow. Ill tell you this pen was awful 

good 








Interviewer: What was? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: That was, that was an International Harvester company of 
mine below , Kentucky, you know? They was awful, good to their men 
there. And, see, there was a reason for that. But when you got into Lansing, not United 
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States Steel, they had the best train bunch of cars that had ever been caught up anywhere, 
United States Steel did. 


Interviewer: The best train bunch of what? 
John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Cars. 
Interviewer: Oh right. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: See and they was Deputy Sheriffs out. Now Theodore 
was high Sheriff and when I first got acquainted with him, he was the Chief 

of Police in Harlan over there and very friendly toward organized labor. And they elected 
him the High Sheriff and he sold out to the coal companies over there. And whenever I 
went into Harlan County, they had over 2000 deputies in that county. And many others 
from Pennsylvania, Chicago, and places like that. They’re wasn’t many local people there 
among them, you know I mean. Since then they have passed a police law down there in 
Kentucky. You had to be a citizen, and you know no ex-convicts. They had ex-convicts 
and everything there. They told me, now, when I went over 
there now, see I had all kinds of guns down there in Hazard and bearded them fellers 
there. And they told me to take no gun when I went over there. Said leave it on account 
of them fellers being outlawed. But they’ve got sheriff's badges on and call themselves 
peace officers, and if you was to kill one of them then that would destroy it up. Said that 
if they found out you had a gun that would be all the excuse they’d need. And I found 
out that’s true. Now I was and I was taken on a one way trip there. They 
bought back to Black Mountain here to shoot me. And all that stuff I’ve been through 
was awful. And I had no gun or nothing, but I never - and they told me to not even hit 
back. I couldn;t see to save my life but if one of them hit me I was going to fight ‘em. I’d 
fight just as long as I could stand up. I’ve been beat up and everything. 
. Pll tell you at that time there had the CMTC Military 
Training Corps you know. Well they had a company of them over there between 
Whiteburg and Cumberland into the Harlan County division of the Cumberland River 
there. And they were working in these mountains making roads and stuff and this Black 
Mountain here into the Virginia side of it, right here. You just cross over it and it’s 
Kentucky. And they made a road around the top of that mountain that is still up there, 
them CMTC boys built. And the Lieutenant in Charge,well when they took me back in 
the mountain there, see it was past time for them to be here. At the camp, you know what 
I mean, but one of their trucks stuck up and that new Lieutenant, maybe half or a third of 
them boys was there, see. see I was in the backseat with a 
and a man on each side of me with big guns and there were two 
young me in the front. So the one on the right here he got out and asked by the Lieutenant 
and he told me don't you move. Stay right where you’re at. So I got out ; 

shut the door on me. They come and told me to stop and I paid it no mind. 
See that Lieutenant was in site of me, een know what I mean. I walked over there to the 
Lieutenant and spoke to some fellers in that mine. 
And I said tell . Tell my friend that I won't about get there 
tonight. That these fellers have took me on a one way ride. I don’t guess I’m going to get 
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off this mountain. I told that Lieutenant that and when right back into that car. They kept 
me back there until way into the night and going around that ridge around with me. And I 
finally bought me back and shipped me out. Just as you’re going 
and a Big Bad named Cap Russell got in the car. About a 250 pounder. And I 

slow down and sleep. And he kicked at me, kicked me there. ANd I 
jumped and dodged it to one side And he fell that . I took off and 

. You wouldn’t believe that RC Tway Mine there. It 
was fenced in just like a military post. And them gates to go in and out, they had 

a , but they're under strict like the RC Tway Mine. And I was the first 
man that went to it. When the Supreme Court ruled that organizers had a right to 

I got a telegram from to go to the RC Tway 
Mine the next morning. And the ruling of the Supreme Court. But I just 
took it in the pocket. And I took a little red taxi there and, Mark, drove me down there. 
When we got there, and talked to the people they had, they had a whipping post. A 
whipping post. Did you ever hear tell of that? 























Interviewer: Jheard of that. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well when the Civil Liberties Committee found 
that out, that's a matter of public record. In DC right now. the Civil Liberties 
Committee, you've heard of it? It, I reported that. And they went there after this was over. 
This you see. And hadn’t heard about the whipping post in a minute, 
but whenever we drove up, see, and I told this taxi driver, see they may kill us and you 
don’t have to go. And he said . Well once we got up there at that gate there 
was a squad of men there and they had a machine gun and everything there. All sorts of 
artillery see. See now if you was a traveling salesman or something you’d drive up there 
and, certain meat companies and you know, and have your regular password and 
application there. That's all. They asked me for my name and I told them Jack WIlson. 
And I said I am an organizer with the United Mine Workers. And I got to tell them that 
today the Supreme Court ruled that I and I have a right to 
these and I have been ordered to go in. Well they said the damn 
Supreme Court’s not running this country. And while they went to cussing to the side, I 
just nodded at the little taxi driver and he knows, but they never did shoot. And I went up 
to the commissary there and spoke on the porch and come up there 
. And I spoke right there in front of the commissary that day, 
that commissary in Lynch, and people just carried out of there. 











Interviewer: What kind of response did you get from the men? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Huh? 

Interviewer: What kind of response did you get from the men? 

John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well here is what. Now they, they voted to__, but they 


were cowed, you know what I mean. I'll tell you what now, they use such techniques as 
this. I'll tell you why, we go up them hollers sometimes, . You know, 
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handing it out sometimes, and they use their mailing list and mail it to the post office like 
that. Well then, them fellers would follow every step you made. Follow you, they had 
plenty of them. And one would follow every step you made. Well I was going up and 
big, long, came. And this police was following me and 
taking that away from me, see. Just snatching it away. So’s this woman whose house I 
went to told me give me two of them. 





Interviewer: What was it she said? 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: She said give me two of them. And I'll give him one. The 
woman said that. Well I did just that. When the head of the holler heard that, he was 
about to beat a woman up, cussing her all up to pieces. And I wasn’t up 
the head of the holler, you know. Sure, I expected that time to be shot, for sure. I never 
know what’s going to happen. Now them people here, and they find out one had signed 
up. He was fired right then from his job and ordered to take it. The . Well, 
they give him, said they’d fire him this evening, and we'll give you till 10 o'clock 
tomorrow to have your furniture outside of the house. It a man and woman. Well, you 
know what they had done? If you didn't have your furniture out by 10 o’clock? They 
didn’t have no court order or nothing. They just ordered them to . Well come 
along there’s two of them in the garbage truck and they’d load it up and burn it. I saw 
them do that. Sure enough. Now that's really why people were afraid to speak to you. I 
bet you. You just didn’t hardly believe that there. 





Interviewer: Yeah I can believe it. 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: I can tell people things you won’t believe. And I used to. 
And I met you in my life, see I was raised in the country down there in 
. I couldn't count the guns that’s , and I never run 








in my life. Never run in my life and I'm not bragging about it. I don't, it ain’t nothing to 
brag about. That’s being foolish. I never runned in my life and I'm still the same way, an 
old man. If there’s something that needs to be done, then I’d rather die in the post doing 
right. I got to die sometime anyhow. I never put too much like some 
people and I’ll have them live until my time come anyhow. And all 
these people boating around like Sam Caddy and these big wigs would send fellers like 
me in because they were afraid to go. They’re all long since gone. And I 

am still dragging around here. And that’s the reason I believe 
there is a God in Heaven that watches over people. Sure good living huh. 











Interviewer: 1 just, what is so amazing to me is how hard people had to fight to get that 
union in around here and turns right around - 


John Lee "Jack" Wilson: Well here is what. The people that’s running it now is 
dirtier than the companies were. They're bad anyhow. I don't mean all over but that 30th 
district, I'll tell you that’s the truth. And after I come over in here, and the last time I 
moved from Ohio back in here see I told all her - 

[End of Audio] 
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